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In this month’s issue: 
 
Bio of Joan Sebastian Drago Banacich
Home land Security                 Editor 
Last Night.                     Lori Muirhead
Star Choice                    Lori Muirhead
Request from Fema           Debi Teter 
Concerning death in Mexico 
                         Linda Smith & Cheri Oke 
With the help of Linda Smith, Cheri Oke 
navigated the extensive paperwork 
required in the case of a death in 
Mexico and together they have written 
the vital information down so as to 
assist others who may face this 
sometime in the future. 
 

 
A familiar sight in Manzanillo during the 
winter tourist season. A Carnival Cruise 
ship leaves Harbour on the last leg of its 
journey.                                   Ian Rumford 

Bio of Joan Sebastian  
 

Joan Sebastian has been 
recognized by critics and collea-
gues for his contribution to the 
Mexican culture, getting his lyrics 
performed by prominent Latin 
artists. After leaving a local 
seminary at the age of 17, in 
popular music, dedicating his 
first composition, "Juliantla," to 
his native town. In 1977, José 
Manuel Figueroa decided to call 
himself Joan Sebastian -- paying 
tribute to San Sebastian, where 
he used to work. He embarked 
on a successful career, having 
the opportunity to play a role in 
the Latin series Tú y Yo and 
receiving the title of King of 
Jaripeo. In 1999 the popular 
artist was diagnosed with cancer 
but he didn't stop working. A 

year later, “Secreto de Amor “ 
received awards for song and 
album of the year in the 
Regional/Mexican category. ~  
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The Bio of Joan Sebastian was 
taken from a report on the web and 
in answer to several queries as to 
just who this person is. Much more 
important than many of us realized. 
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Homeland Security 
 

There have been several reports 
of Homeland Security Officials at 
airports and border crossings 
being overly efficient and perhaps 
taking their duties a little too 
much to heart with the wrong 
people.  
It is recognized that there is a 
problem in the world today but 
when families and travelers not in 
the “enemy profile” are treated 
disrespectfully, is there no-one to 
whom one may complain without 
getting into even more difficulty 
as was the case at the Nogales 
border crossing recently. 
When someone in authority 
loudly boasts to a legal US citizen 
that he can “pull any visa issued 
by a consulate”, does that not 
seem a little alarming to you? 
Perhaps a congressman or two 
should receive a letter before this 
gets to far out of hand. 
 
That’s the way I see it anyway. 
 

Your comments or rebuttals  
are welcomed. 

 
 

A request to our friends 
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Thirsty Thursdays 
 

Don’t miss out on this great 
way to meet new people and 

make new friends, 
 For information on the next 

evening call Gerry or 
Dorothy at 335-1343 or 

email:  
manzamigos @yahoo.com 



Final Night  
 

For those of us who live here 
full time, the thought of returning 
to our former homes seldom 
crosses our minds. We’ve made 
the decision to make Manzanillo 
and Mexico our home and country 
of choice. We never have to face 
the prospect of leaving this land of 
wonder and excitement as the 
vacation ends.  

We met Doug & Crystal 
Winger at a Manzamigo’s Thirsty 
Thursday and immediately a 
wonderful friendship was formed. 
Over the following weeks we 
spent considerable time together 
sharing the sights and sounds of 
Colima, barbeques, afternoon’s 
swims, lazing around the pool and 
nights enjoying the sights and 
restaurants. We even shared a 
night at a Bull Riding and Joan 
Sebastian Concert with 5,000 
screaming Mexicans. 

 Wednesday (March 29) was 
Doug & Crystal’s last night here in 
Manzanillo after 2 months of 
vacationing and (as we all do) 
falling in love with Manzanillo.  
       As mentioned in a previous 
article the Karmina Palace has a 
dinner / show every night of the 
week and tonight was Caribbean 
Night. Along with our other 
friends Craig & Steven (who we 
also met at Manzamigo’s Thirsty 
Thursday) we decided to have one 
big bash and celebrate their 
departure in style. As with all 
theme nights the buffet served the 
appropriate food, which was 
excellent.  
      Before the show began, the 
entertainers had a bit of a warm up 
with the audience. With the 
previous Las Vegas Review it was 
casino games night for the kids; on 
this night they were invited to a 
dance festival on stage. After the 
kids had been thoroughly 
entertained the MC then asked for 
three couples to volunteer to come 
on stage. With two couples already 
picked, your author stood up and 
enticed the MC to pick Doug and 

Crystal as his third couple.  No 
subtlety was used but much 
pointing and yelling “pick them, 
pick them” with the other people 
at our table joining in, the MC 
readily picked our couple (much to 
their reluctance).  
     The couples were introduced 
and advised they were to 
participate in a dance contest with 
three different types of Latin 
music. A pair from the show cast 
demonstrated the moves to each 
dance for the participants and the 
contest was on. Doug and Crystal 
were the first to participate and did 
an impromptu version of the 
various dances much to the 
enjoyment and applause of the 
crowd. The other couples followed 
with their interpretations and the 
crowd was then left to decide the 
winners.  
      With no doubt at all our 
Ginger Rogers & Fred Astaire won 
hands down (or in this case, lots of 
hands placed together making lots 
of noise.) Their trophies for the 
night were 2 very nice Karmina 
Palace t-shirts. With much fanfare 
and noise our triumphant couple 
returned to our table. Of course, 
rounds of rum coolers were served 
to celebrate their victory. 

 The show is a wonderful 
mixture of difference dance 
routines with a Latin theme and 
again is well worth thinking about 
as a great way to spend an 
evening. Trying to extend our final 
night together we were the last 
table to leave. It was with a heavy 
heart we returned Doug and 
Crystal to their lodgings and said a 
final farewell till their return next 
year. 

 I guess one of the points of 
this article is to show how our 
Manzamigos group can make such 
a lasting impact on our lives with 
the people we meet through a 
casual gathering at one of our 
social evenings. All of us can 
relate to the friendships we have 
formed, similar to the one I have 
just described and we all have 
Manzamigos to thank for the 

opportunity to meet all these 
special people.  

To Doug & Crystal and all of 
our friends who return each year to 
their other lives away from us, we 
wish you “A Save Trip Home” and 
we “Look Forward to Your quick 
Return.”  
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Go baby go!!! 

 
Doug & Crystal Winger display 
their prizewinning form at the 

Karmina Palace 
 

 Star Choice Satellite  
Signals 

 
Many of us who live here in the 
Manzanillo area have brought our 
Star Choice Satellite systems 
down here with us and others have 
purchased them through other 
means. Last October Star Choice 
went to a new satellite for digital 
television and in doing so the 
footprint for the signal for F1 
changed drastically making the 
oval dishes much less effective in 
receiving a signal. The old F2 
satellite is still sending out the 
same footprint signal but has very 
few of the channels we have 
grown to be accustomed to 
viewing. (Mostly French & the 
NFL channels.)   Through our 
friends Craig & Steven we found 
out about a company called CP 
Electronics in Guadalajara who 
specializes in satellite systems. 
(Craig & Steven have a Dish 
network system). I contacted 
Charles at CP and described our  

 
 



problem and he confirmed that 
many Star Choice customers in his 
area had also encountered the 
same problem but he had been 
able to rectify it.   
 He recommended a 
“ANTENNA 1.2M FIBER 
GLASS - MADE IN MEXICO 
1.2M” (complete with base ), a 
“LNB DUAL FTA - 
STARCHOICE LINEAR FTA” (if 
you have 1 or 2 receivers then no 
splitter is required as this LNB 
supports up to 2 receivers). This 
LNB is only good for aiming at 
one satellite where the original 
Star Choice dish & LNB picks up 
both F1 & F2. The wonderful 
thing is that almost all of Star 
Choice’s programming is on the 
F1 satellite, so there is no need to 
pick up F2 any longer. Charles 
shipped the dish by a trucking 
company directly to the house 
(cost $200.00 pesos) and the LNB 
& Splitter came by courier (cost  
$100.00 peso’s). Cheaper than the 
tolls to drive up to Guadalajara. As 
this dish had to be mounted on the 
roof (which we did) and aligned 
on a new satellite we had a 
gentleman named Jose Sandoval 
do the aligning as he has a small 
monitor he can take up on the roof 
and see exactly where and what 
the signal strength is (cost $400.00 
peso’s). After a short period the 
dish was aligned and we now have 
signal strength of “76” on our 
receivers. (This is a stronger signal 
than we had in Canada) We now 
have all our channels back again 
and incredible reception. We are 
hoping that even during the rainy 
season with this strong signal we 
will not loose our picture. (Only 
time will tell).  
 
CP Electronics Information: 
 
 Tel: 01-333-817-2744 
 E-mail:  
orders@cp-electronics.com    
Website:         http://www.cp-
electronics.com/eng/index.php 
(Their website is in English & 
Spanish) 

Cost of the new system (all prices  
in pesos): 
LNB DUAL FTA - 
STARCHOICE LINEAR FTA 
Unit Price:                         $  311. 
ANTENNA 1.2M FIBER GLASS 
- MADE IN MEXICO 1.2M  
Unit Price:                       $1407.61 
Shipping LNB (Courier) $  104.00 
Shipping Fee (Dish by truck)  
               $   200.00 
Credit Card Fee :             $     40.06 
Approx.  Total pesos       $2052.67   
 
For those of us who have been 
paying our full user fees for Star 
Choice for the last 7 months and 
only getting partial service this is a 
small price to pay to get back our 
full service. (If you contact CP 
Electronics, please mention I 
referred you as I mentioned that 
some people from the Manzanillo 
area may be contacting him. No I 
don’t get anything for 
referrals..lol)      
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Margarita Cheesecake 
 
CRUST 
Nonstick vegetable oil spray 
1 1/4 cups graham cracker crumbs 
1/4 cup (1/2 stick) unsalted butter, 
melted 

FILLING  
3 8-ounce "bricks" Neufchâtel 
cheese (reduced-fat cream cheese), 
 room temperature 
1 1/4 cups light sour cream 
3/4 cup plus 2 tablespoons sugar 
2 1/2 tablespoons triple sec or 

other orange liqueur 
2 1/2 tablespoons tequila 
2 1/2 tablespoons fresh lime juice 
4 large eggs 

TOPPING 
3/4 cup light sour cream 
1 tablespoon fresh lime juice 
1 tablespoon sugar 

Very thin lime slices, cut in half 
Very thin lime peel strips  

 
FOR CRUST: Position rack in 
center of oven and preheat to 
350°F. Spray 9-inch springform 
pan with 2 3/4-inch-high sides 
with vegetable oil spray. Mix 
graham cracker crumbs and butter 
in medium bowl until blended. 
Press crumbs over bottom and 1 
inch up sides of prepared pan. 
Refrigerate crust.  

FOR FILLING: Using electric 
mixer, beat cheese in large bowl 
until fluffy. Beat in sour cream, 
then sugar, triple sec, tequila and 
lime juice. Beat in eggs.  

Pour filling into crust. Bake until 
outside 2 inches are set and center 
moves only slightly when pan is 
shaken, about 50 minutes. Remove 
from oven; turn off oven.  

FOR TOPPING: Whisk sour 
cream, lime juice and sugar in 
small bowl to blend. Spread 
evenly over cheesecake. Return 
cheesecake to hot oven. Let stand 
45 minutes or less (Cheesecake 
will look very soft, but will set up 
when chilled.) Refrigerate cake 
until well chilled, up to 1 day.  

Run knife around pan sides. 
Remove pan sides. Place cake on 
platter. Arrange lime half-slices 
and peel around top edge of 
cheesecake. 
 
Serves 10 to 12. 
Bon Appétit 
June 1995 

New Web Site 
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In the Event of Death in Mexico 
 

(The following information is pertaining to cremation but most is needed in other circumstances) 
 
1. Documents you should have available.  (Copy at home and leave in safe place in Mexico) 

· Marriage license 
· Passport              (self and spouse) 
· Birth certificate   (self and spouse) 
· Fm3 or visa         (self and spouse) 
· If there is an ongoing problem heart etc. it would be helpful but not necessary to have a doctors 

note.     
· They will also want to know what occupation you both had. 

2.  The steps we went through.  

· 1.  Call for an ambulance Cruz Roja    336 – 5770 

· 2.  They will notify emergency, police, forensic unit and come to the house 

· 3.  The police come with the ambulance or soon after  

· 4.  Also the Mortuary guys came as well (2 were bidding for the job).  We picked the one who 
spoke English.   “Funeria Magana”,  the  name of young man was Marcelo Ouleses Fautto 
Casttanera    324 – 3444. (He was very helpful and went with us to both the Forensic Unit and 
the Registrar Civil – next 2 steps) 

· 5.  The Forensic Doctor must sign the form for the death certificate. In this case we needed to 
go to the office in the  Valle and have Cheri sign the forms 

· 6.  We then had to go downtown to the Registrar Civil  in order to get the death certificate. 
This was needed before the body could be released from the house to the under-taker In the 
municipal building downtown they wanted to know:- 

 a) The name of the deceased’s father and mother and where they were born.  

       b) The passports and birth, marriage certificate etc current address for the deceased. 

              c) Where the deceased was born.  

    Cost for the death certificate was 300 pesos. Extra copies are available at 46 pesos ea. It is a good              
idea to buy 8 -10. 

3. We also called the Canadian Embassy who were also very helpful.  

      01 33 3615 6266   or  01 800 7602900 

   4.  The body was sent to   Colima and the ashes returned the next day. 
 

 


