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      Computer Corner  
 
       As you spell check a 
document in Word you can 
click on Ignore All to 
skip words that are spelled 
correctly but are not in the 
dictionary. These words are 
often names or technical 
terms. 
      Words that you ignore: 
All are put on a list so that if 
you spell check the docu-
ment again, you do not have 
to Ignore them again.  This 
saves time if you spell check 
the document repeatedly.  
      The Ignore All list  is 
stored with the document 
and is saved when you save 
and close the document. 
       But what if you want to 
delete the list and start from 
scratch?  It's easy, recheck 
the document. 
 
To have the Spell Ch ecker  

recheck the document: 
 

1. Tools menu, Options     
2. Select the Spelling and  
    Grammar tab    
3. Click on the Recheck  
    Document button     
4. Click on Yes    
5. Click on OK 
 
Note that if you have not run 
the spell checker during a 
Word session 
the button in step 3 will be 
Check Document. 

Claire Gibson
 

Thirsty Thursday  
 
5th October       El Tablao 
12th October     El Caballito 
 
Suggestions for 19th October and 
26th October welcomed.  
 
On 2nd November we will be 
returning to Pedro’s for the winter 
season as everyone seems to be 
happy with that choice for yet 
another year.  
Pedro will provide buffets again for 
us but will change the variety each 
week.   
Come join us. Everyone welcome. 
 
 

Welcome to new 
Manzamigos 

 
President Nigel Rumford welcomes 
newcomers to our area and new 
Manzamigos: 

Art Weller and Paula Smith 
 

Important Update on 
Passports for 

USA/Canadian travel   

 
Delay in works for US passport 
plan The U.S. House of 
Representatives has approved 
a 17-month delay in the 
passport requirement for 
Canadians entering the US by 
car or ferry. Subject to a 
“rubber-stamp” approval from 
the Senate, the Homeland 
Security Department will now 
implement the plan on June 1, 
2009. The delay, however, 
does not affect travellers 
entering the US by plane or 
ship – they will still require a 
passport as of Jan. 1, 2007. 
(excert from www.Bindarddundat.com  
News) 

Ian Rumford
This information is posted on our 
website. www.manzamigos.com 
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Dengue fever 

 With summer and the 
rainy season upon us, the 
swarms of mosquitos have also 
arrived on schedule. With 
Dengue fever (pronounced den' 
gee) presently being diagnosed 
in the Manzanillo area I thought 
it would be good to review what 
the virus and symptoms are.  

 First there are two forms 
of Dengue Fever, the first being 
the less serious Form “Dengue 
Fever” and the much more 
serious “Dengue Hemorrhagic 
Fever”. Dengue Fever is a viral 
illness transmitted by mosquitoes 
found in tropic and subtropic 
regions. This includes portions 
of Southeast Asia, the 
Indonesian archipelago into 
northeastern Australia, parts of 
sub-Saharan Africa, and parts of 
South and Central America.  
Dengue fever is caused by 
several related viruses (four 
different arboviruses). Dengue 
fever begins with sudden onset 
of a high fever, often to 104-105 
degrees Fahrenheit, headache, 
and slightly later the appearance 
of severe joint and muscle pains, 
nausea and vomiting . A flat, red 
rash may appear over most of the 
body early during the fever. A 
second rash, measles-like in 
appearance, appears later in the 
disease. Infected people may 
have increased skin sensitivity 
and are very uncomfortable. 
Diagnosis may include a 
“Complete Blood Count” (CBC) 
which may show mildly 
increased white blood cells, 
decreased platelets, and increase 
in hematocrit (the number of red 
blood cells). There is no specific 
medication for treatment of a 
dengue infection. Persons who 

think they have dengue should 
use analgesics (pain relievers) 
with acetaminophen and avoid 
those containing aspirin. They 
should also rest, drink plenty of 
fluids, and consult a physician. 
There is no vaccine currently 
available for dengue fever. 
According to the CDC (Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention), research is underway 
for the development of a vaccine. 
However, the prediction is that 
there will not be a vaccine 
available for 5 to 10 years. Using 
personal protection (clothing, 
mosquito repellent, netting, etc.) 
and traveling during periods of 
minimal mosquito activity can be 
helpful. Mosquito abatement 
programs may reduce the risk of 
infection, but vaccination is the 
only sure method of prevention.  

 Dengue Hemorrhagic 
Fever is a severe, potentially 
fatal infection that occurs when 
someone with immunity to one 
type of Dengue virus is infected 
by a different type. It is spread by 
certain mosquitoes (Aedes 
aegypti) which bite primarily 
during the day. Dengue 
hemorrhagic fever occurs when 
the patient contracts a different 
dengue virus after previous 
infection(s) by another type. Prior 
immunity  to a different dengue 
virus type is important in the 
production of this severe disease. 
Worldwide, more than 100 
million cases of dengue fever 
occur every year. A small percent 
of these develop into dengue 
hemorrhagic fever. It is possible 
for a traveler who has returned 
home to pass the infection to 
someone who has not traveled. 
Risk factors for dengue 
hemorrhagic fever include having 
antibodies to dengue virus from 
prior infection and being younger 

than 12, female, or Caucasian. 
Early symptoms of dengue 
hemorrhagic fever are similar to 
those of dengue fever, but after 
several days the patient becomes 
irritable, restless, and sweaty. 
These symptoms are followed by 
a shock-like state. Bleeding may 
appear as pinpoint spots of blood 
on the skin and larger patches of 
blood under the skin. Bleeding 
may occur from minor injuries. 
Shock may cause death. If the 
patient survives, recovery begins 
after a one-day crisis period. 
Physical examination may 
reveal the following conditions; 
Low blood pressure, a weak, 
rapid pulse, Rash, Red eyes, Red 
throat, Swollen glands and a 
Enlarged liver (hepatomegaly). 
Tests may include the following; 
Hematocrit, Platelet count, 
Electrolytes, Coagulation studies, 
Liver enzymes, Blood gases, 
Tourniquet test (causes petechiae 
below the tourniquet), X-ray of 
the chest (may demonstrate 
pleural effusion), Serologic 
studies (demonstrate antibodies to 
Dengue viruses), Serum studies 
from samples taken during acute 
illness and convalescence 
(increase in titer to Dengue 
antigen). Because Dengue 
hemorrhagic fever is caused by a 
virus for which there is no known 
cure or vaccine, the only 
treatment is to treat the 
symptoms. Rehydration with 
intravenous (IV) fluids is often 
necessary to treat dehydration. IV 
fluids and electrolytes are also 
used to correct electrolyte 
imbalances. A transfusion of 
fresh blood or platelets can 
correct bleeding problems. 
Oxygen therapy may be needed 
to treat abnormally low blood 
oxygen. With early and 
aggressive care, most patients 
recover from dengue hemorrhagic 



fever. However, half of untreated 
patients who go into shock do 
not survive.    
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Sources: Medline Medical 
Encyclopedia, Center for Disease 
Control & Prevention 

 

One of the major Mariach bands 
in Guadalajara 

Mexico es el 
Mariachi ! 

 September 3rd the 
streets of Manzanillo were 
alive with the sounds of 
trumpets, guitars, violins and 
beautiful voices as 5 Mariachi 
bands performed their magic 
in a free evening concert. The 
Malecon Espiritu Santos 
provided the setting as 
thousands of Manzanillians 
attended the Mariachi 
Festival. Bands from El Paso 
Texas, Tijuana, Cuba, Mexico 
and Croatia (yes I said 
Croatia) performed for an 
enthusiastic audience of all 
ages.  
 The evening started 
out with the band from El 
Paso and their 2 young female 
singers. One the young ladies 
(8 years old) and the other in 
her early teens gave the 

audience wonderful 
performances as they sang 
numerous Mariachi numbers.  
 The second band (our 
group from Croatia) was made 
up of members from Vienna, 
Yugoslavia and Croatia and 
performed numer-ous popular 
Mariachi numbers. With the 
audience enjoying their 
performance, you could tell 
the band was enjoying it just 
as much and possibly more by 
the smiles on their faces.  
 The 3rd band was from 
Cuba and put on a great 
performance with their two 
male singers. Half way 
through their performance they 
were joined by “Tenor Felipe 
Castellanos Mendoza”. (For 
those of you who attended our 
first Tenor and 5 Tenor 
performances you will well 
remember his voice.) Tonight 
he was dressed in tradition 
Mariachi and performed 3 
Mariachi numbers along with 
the Cuban group. (For those of 
us who attended his 
performances, his voice may 
be even more beautiful with 
this style of music.) The group 
closed with 2 traditional 
Cuban Mariachi numbers 
which had the crowd clapping 
and bouncing to the rhythm. 
With a standing ovation and 
cries of “Encore, Encore” the 
band returned to the stage to 
perform 1 last Cuban song and 
left the stages to long and 
enthusiastic applause. (After 
their performance we were 
wondering how the last 2 
bands would compare?)   
 The 4th group was from 
Tijuana and was not to be 

outdone by any previous 
performances. Their 6 
violinists and trumpet section 
brought the audience up and 
clapping as they began their 
set. The vocalists, both male 
and female were not to be 
outdone by any of the previous 
groups as they sang many well 
known lyrics, which had the 
audience singing right along 
with them. Again as they were 
finishing their set they were 
brought back to the stage with 
a standing ovation and cries of 
“Encore, Encore”.  
 The 5th group was 
described as being from the 
“Marinas” and featured 2 male 
and 1 female vocalists. ) The 
male lead vocalist, a tenor 
(with a voice that could match 
any of the 5 tenors we had 
heard at the previous concerts) 
left little doubt as to his talent. 
When the string section began 
the melody for “Time To Say 
Goodbye” the entire audience 
went silent until the vocalist 
sang the opening verse and 
was greeted with a loud and 
enthusiastic applause. His 
performance along with the 
rest of the other singers of the 
band (of which there were 
many) made for an evening of 
Mariachi music that will long 
be remembered in Manzanillo. 
With a light show of lightning 
in the background, the concert 
came to a close as both the 
Tijuana and Marina bands 
joined each other on stage and 
performed one final number as 
the rain began to fall. Though 
the rain had begun few left 
their seats till the bands took 
their final bows to a standing 



and enthusiastic audience. 
The concert lasted 
approximately 3 ½ hours and 
if not for the rain could 
possibly have lasted longer. 
 When we speak of 
Mexico, the Mexican culture 
and music, Mariachi music is 
the first type that comes to 
mind for most of us. Mexico 
is the home of Mariachi, the 
costumes, instruments and 
lyrics all make us think of 
Mexico no matter where we 
may be. Sitting in the 
audience tonight and listening 
to the various groups and 
enthusiastic audience brought 
home even more, what a 
wonderful culture we have 
chosen as home.   
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At the Guadalajara Mariachi 
Festival 
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New Industry in 
Town 

 
Many of us have 

viewed Robert Hill’s 
paintings with admir-ation for 
a long time. Some of us have 
even gone so far as to find a 
place in our home to place 
one or more of them or have 
joined in his art classes. But 

very few of us knew that there 
was yet another facet to be 
seen of this gifted man. 

To tell of this side, it is 
necessary to go back a few 
years to his other life in Las 
Vegas. It was here that besides 
teaching as Professor of Art in 
the University of Nevada, 
Robert started a sideline, 
which became not only 
extremely consumer desirable 
but profitable. Starting in a 
very small way, he began 
painting and firing decorative 
tiles. At the beginning, the 
markets were small gift shops 
and a few architects desiring 
individual pieces for 
decorative purposes but as the 
tiles became more known and 
sought after, they were 
eventually purchased by a 
single buyer to the tune of 
8000 pieces per month. This 
was an industry that appealed 
to his need for another way of 
self-expression yet still left 
time for his primary love, 
painting. 

Since arriving in 
Manzanillo five years ago, 
Robert has enjoyed his 
painting and teaching 
immensely,  as well as an 
involvement in the local art 
scene but always there was 
that nostalgia for creating 
beautiful tiles. 

This last April, he and 
Vicky, traveled to Las Vegas 
for their wedding and while 
there purchased a kiln, which 
would be used for firing 
glazed tiles and other ceramic 
items. It has taken a few 
months for everything to be set 

in place but now the new 
venture is up and running. 

Situated in a small 
casita in the Santiago Hills and 
overlooking Santiago Valley, 
the new kiln & studio is 
turning out tiles of the quality 
of the costly imported tiles 
(which take months to arrive) 
in just a few days. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Robert, when setting 

up his studio, was delighted to 
find that he could get almost 
everything he needed here 
with little difficulty, with the 
exception of pre mixed colors 
but as he was able to buy the 
raw ingredients and mix his 
own, that was but a small 
hillock to overcome. 

There are two types of 
base tile available here, red 
earthenware clay  (barro) 
which come from Pueblo and 
Michoacan the white kaolin 
tiles from the northern Mexico 
State of Monterrey both of 
which are used for the 
traditional Talavera decorative 
tiles (the only ones available 
here apart from very expensive 
Italian tiles). Although there is 
a lot of clay in Colima it is 
almost all black and not 
suitable for this type of work, 
(mostly, the clay used  here is 
for roof tiles, quite a different 
type of clay).  

 



There are 3 types of tile that 
will be manufact-ured in the 
VIRANZA studio: 
1)Souvenir Art tiles for  
   tourists 
2)Artwork, for tables,  
   tray, pictures, collages. 
3)Architectural design  
   tiles, for murals or  
   designer accents. 
All designs are drawn on 
paper first, to scale and 
according to the clients color 
schemes. 

Robert says “ Some of 
my new designs are inspired 
by....’pottery designs from the 
Acoma Pueblo, descendants 
of the ancient Anasazi 
civilization’ I’m glad I did 
research as I came across a lot 
of other neat ideas for 
contemporary designs based 
on old Indian pottery.  These 
people lived in a huge area 
comprising much of 
Southwestern U.S. and 
Northern Mexico, from 200 
BC to the 1700's when the 
Spanish conquest all but 
wiped them out.” 

Once the design is 
chosen the tile is both painted 
and glazed by hand before 
firing in the huge round kiln 
1200’ C. It takes several hours 
for this process and after 
cooling the tile is ready for 
market. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In addition to the tiles 
they are currently making 100 
ceramic glasses for a local 
resort with a hand painted 
logo. “We make the molds and 
produce the glasses using a 
‘slip cast’ molding technique. 
In the future we hope to 
expand this part of the 
business with more three 
dimensional items, using 
molds and a potter’s wheel.” 

Despite the new 
venture, he still has the desire 
to paint, and working with 
designing and firing tiles 
allows him time for this. Every 
morning he & Vicky head for 
the design studio and in the 
afternoons and evenings 
Robert can be found either 
working on his own paintings 
or teaching classes to the 
continually growing number of 
people wishing to partake in 
them. This year he is hoping to 
have a drawing class in 
addition to the two painting 
classes. 

For those interested in 
learning more of the tiles, 
which cost from $10 for a 
single tile to $75 for a three 
tile framed picture and more 
for murals, Robert may be 
reached for an appointment at 
the number listed below. 
The Art classes in Las Brisas 
are on Tuesday & Wednesday 
evenings from 5.30 p.m. to 
8.30 p.m. and for both classes 
each week cost 500 pesos a 
month.  
          Prices for drop in classes 
can be arranged. 
         This year, as always, the 
classes will be using most 

mediums but principally oils, 
which can be re worked easily, 
rather than quick drying like 
acrylics,) other subjects consist 
of:  point of departure,  the use 
of and mixing colors from the 
three primary colors and using  
photos for composition & 
perspective. It is also hoped 
that an additional class for 
drawing can be fitted in. 
 

VIRANZA  
Disenos 

Azuelejos de Ceramicas 
 

Tel:  314-334-3165  Or  044-
314-119-2956 

 
E-Mail; 

Robert-Vicky@hotmail.com 
�

Watch out for the  
Bad Boys 

 
Several weeks ago, several ladies at 
the Mujeres Amigas monthly lunch 
were shocked to hear of an assault on 
a young woman visiting Manzanillo 
for the first time. 
 
It appears that she (to be referred to 
as S) was on the Audencia Beach 
when approached by an employee of 
“Antares Nautica” and offered a 
snorkeling trip. This was declined 
because she was a non-swimmer. 
Not to be deterred the man (Pedro) 
said she would be in very competent 
hands and quite safe in a life jacket. 
Eventually, feeling more reassured 
but still not wholly comfortable, S 
decided to take the trip.  
 
Arriving at the snorkeling site, S was 
coaxed into the water and a little 
later led by Pedro to a spot apart 
from the rest of the group where he 
deliberately and boldly groped her. S 
tried to push him away but realizing 
she was in very deep water was 
terrified and totally unable to defend 
herself (which she could have done 



on land). Eventually she persuaded 
him to return to the boat and when 
they arrive back on shore with the 
other passengers, she immediately 
made her objections to this 
treatment known to both the diver 
and his employer.  To her 
astonishment, her complaint was not 
only totally ignored by the boss, 
Noe Moreno, but he turned his back 
on her and walked away. 
 
Undeterred, she approached him 
next day at his office and yet again 
received the same treatment, he 
turned his back to her. Another 
visitor standing nearby and hearing 
the complaint approached her and 
said she had had exactly the same 
thing happen to her a few days 
earlier but by a different employee 
of this company but she didn’t know 
his name. The second lady had not 
complained formally because her 
husband would have beaten the man 
in question to a pulp & they were 
going home next day. 
 
On our advice, S made a complaint 
to the Tourism office and action on 
this serious complaint promised. On 
checking with S  three weeks later, 
this writer was astonished to hear 
that nothing had been done, despite 
formal letters being written in 
English and then translated into 
Spanish and presented to 
recommended offices in the Civic 
Hall. 
 

When it was learned that S was going 
to see the Harbormaster, Manzamigos 
immediately offered to go with her. 
Here, the reaction was very different. 
Although there was not an actual 
appointment, the Harbormaster, 
Capitan Enrique Casarrubias, took the 
time to see us, listened very carefully 
and said that not only was he shocked 
but a meeting would be arranged 
immediately, with the accused, 
(Pedro) his employer (Noe Moreno), 
Sonia Flores, (director of Tourism) 
and ourselves. 

 
On the appointed day, everyone 
mentioned being in attendance 

including the Harbormasters Aide 
and secretary, the meeting 
commenced with Cpt. Casarrubias 
outlining to the accused the nature of 
the complaint and asking for an 
explanation. Pedro admitted he was 
guilty as accused, he had 
misunderstood the situation and had 
since been fired. He was asked to 
make a verbal apology, which he 
immediately did. On being asked if 
she accepted the apology, S asked 
what was to misunderstand; she had 
not invited this attention so what 
made him feel he had the right to do 
this. Again he apologized and this 
time his apology was accepted. Now 
Noe Moreno was asked for his 
account of the event in question and 
also asked to apologize, which he 
did, stating at the same time that this 
was the first time such a thing had 
ever happened. This time the 
apology was not accepted and the 
latter part of the apology questioned. 
 
Cpt. Casarrubias said that he needed 
to see proof of the man being fired 
and a typed letter, which was not 
acceptable, handed over. Noe 
Moreno was told that a proper form  
letter to Social Security advising of 
the cessation of employment and the 
reason was to be presented to the 
office immediately and Cpt. 
Casarrubias would ensure that Pedro 
was never again hired in any 
capacity in the tourism industry of 
Manzanillo. Manzanillo is well 
known as a safe place to visitors and 
behavior of this kind would not be 
tolerated. Noe Moreno was also 
warned that his renewal application 
would be looked at very cautiously 
in 2007. All details of this complaint 
would be kept on file. Cpt. 
Cassarubias was only in jurisdiction 
of the boats and it was expected & 
demanded that all employers would 
scrutinize properly and be 
responsible for their employees and 
their actions. Noe Moreno’s refusal 
to look into and act upon this 
complaint was totally unacceptable 
behavior for an employer. 
 

We left the office feeling saddened 
that this situation had arisen but 
pleased with the firm hand with 
which had been dealt. Two weeks 
later we were advised that Cpt. 
Casarrubias had followed up and 
made sure that his instructions had 
been carried out. 
 
The moral of this story is: that 
despite what the outside world hears 
of justice meted out in Mexico by 
crooked officials, as all of us who 
live in Manzanillo know, this is not 
always the case. There are decent 
people here who care, just as we do, 
how people are treated and will 
ensure the safety of visitors and 
citizens alike. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Testing the boogie board 
 
    September 19, 2006 

San Miguel de Allende, 
Mexico 

 
 
 Dear Mexico First Alert Reader, 
 
 Mexico's President-Elect Felipe 
Calderon is wasting no time getting 
down to business. Here are some of 
the main policy proposals he plans to 
focus on immediately: 
 
 The economy: 
· He is pro-business and pro-foreign 

investment, and he proposes 
maintaining the fiscal policies of  

       President Vicente Fox but wants 
to persuade businesses to open up 
jobs to young people aged between  
      16 and 28 through one-year tax    
       exemptions. 
· He wants to boost the economy 

by building a more extensive 
highway and  road network 



across Mexico and by making 
tourism a priority. (Good news 
for investors in tourism areas.) 

· He proposes a lower and flat-
rate income tax, with no 
income tax for  workers on 
minimal salaries and tax 
benefits to employers who hire 
workers between the ages of 16 
and 28. 

 
 Foreign policy: 
 
· He proposes a very active 

foreign policy, with a firm 
voice in  multilateral 
organizations and a strong  

        relationship with the United   
       States. 
· But...he pledges not to be a 

pushover for Washington, and 
opposes U.S. proposals to build 
a border wall and deploy 
National Guard troops along 
the frontier. Calderon says U.S. 
immigration reform is crucial. 

· He vows to defend the rights of 
migrants in the United States 
by setting up a special office to 
give them legal assistance. He 
says NAFTA trade partners 
U.S. and Canada should help 
promote Mexico's economic 
development to stem 
migration. 

· As a critic of Venezuelan 
President Hugo Chavez, 
Calderon would likely continue 
Fox's policy of aggressively 
supporting free trade in the 
Americas. 

 
 Poverty: 
 
· Calderon is expected to pay 

special attention to anti-
poverty proposals early in his 
presidency as the tight election 
result and the political crisis 
over fraud allegations have 
revealed a deep class divide in 
Mexico. 

· He plans to tackle poverty by 
expanding public health 
services, especially in rural 
areas, and providing universal 
health insurance through public 

and private agencies, as well as 
improving education in poor 
and indigenous communities. 

· He promises to extend pension 
schemes for the elderly and to 
stem illegal migration across 
the U.S. border through job 
creation in housing and 
infrastructure. 

· He hopes to cut the cost of 
agricultural seeds and fertilizer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mexico’s President Elect 
Felipe Calderon Hinojosa 

 
Energy 
· He backs complementary 

private investment by Mexican 
and foreign companies in the 
natural gas, oil refining and 
petrochemicals sectors. 

· He wants state oil monopoly 
Pemex to form technology-
sharing strategic alliances with 
foreign oil majors, with the 
state maintaining control. And 
he aims to achieve selfsuff-
iciency in natural gas. 

· He backs further easing of 
Pemex's taxes so it has more to 
invest, and seeks to grant 
Pemex more autonomy. He 
believes Pemex needs to triple 
its investment to restore oil 
reserves. 

 
 Crime: 
 
· He vows to use tough measures 

to combat crime, to clean up, 
better train and better recruit 
police  forces, to modernize the 
justice system through oral 
trials, and other measures 
already proposed by the  

       outgoing Fox. 

· He plans to create a central 
database for crime information 
and, like Fox, backs a strong 
military role in fighting drug 
trafficking. 

 
 We'll be watching his progress here 
in Mexico and will report back to 
you... 
 
 Best Regards, 
 
 Marzena Romanowicz 
 International Living / Mexico  
 _______________________ 
 

September 21, 2006 
San Miguel de Allende, 

Mexico 
 
 Dear Mexico First Alert 
Reader, 
 
  Whether you're coming 
from the U.S., Canada, or 
practically anywhere else for 
that matter, there have never 
been more flights to Mexico 
than there are now. And there 
will be even more in the 
future. Greater frequency is 
being incorporated to existing 
routes and new services are 
being added across the board. 
The Mexico Board of Tourism 
and new President-Elect Felipe 
Calderon wants to increase 
tourism and are pushing for 
more and better service. 
 
 Here's a quick list of what's 
new: 
 
 Delta is offering new non-
stop service to Acapulco, 
Mérida, and Ixtapa (from  
Atlanta), Puerto Vallarta and 
Acapulco (from New York) 
and Mazatlan (from Salt Lake 
City). Further increases 



scheduled for December 
include nonstop service to 
León/Guanajuato (from 
Atlanta) and Mexico City 
(from Salt Lake  City and 
Orlando). Californians: also 
slated for December are nine 
new  flights from Los Angeles 
to various Mexican 
destinations. 
 
 * Frontier Airlines  may be a 
smaller carrier but they are 
keeping pace. A new route 
from Denver to Guadalajara 
will mark the eighth Mexican  
destination serviced by 
Frontier. The airline also 
plans to increase flight 
frequency (from Denver) to 
Cancún, Puerto Vallarta and 
Cabo San Lucas, and add a 
non-stop flight from San 
Diego to Cancún. 
 
 * United Airlines (in 
conjunction with its bargain 
counterpart, Ted Airlines) 
launched new routes from Los 
Angeles to Cancún and from 
Chicago to Puerto Vallarta 
earlier this year. Recently, a 
new Chicago-Cancún route 
was added, too. 
 
 * American Airlines plans to 
start non-stop seasonal service 
from New York's JFK to 
Cabo. American's year-round 
flights to Cabo run from 
Dallas  (three flights daily), 
Los Angeles (two flights 
daily) and Chicago (three 
flights weekly). 
 
 * Alaska Airlines has 
announced the imminent 
addition of six more weekly 

flights from Los Angeles and 
San Francisco. The flights will 
increase existing service to the 
Mexican resort cities of 
Loreto, Manzanillo, Mazatlan 
and Ixtapa/Zihuatanejo. Also, 
expect new non-stop service to 
La Paz (from Los Angeles), 
Cabo and Puerto Vallarta 
(from Portland, OR), and 
Cancun (from San Francisco). 
 
 * Northwest Airlines is 
adding seasonal flights from 
Minneapolis/St.Paul to 
Acapulco, Manzanillo, and 
Ixtapa/Zihuatanejo. The airline 
is  awaiting government 
approval for seasonal service 
from Detroit to  
Ixtapa/Zihuatanejo and from 
Memphis to Cozumel. 
 
 In the near future, travelers 
can expect even more options, 
as other  airlines are racing to 
expand service or get in on the 
lucrative Mexico  market. For 
example: 
 
 * Jetblue is testing the waters 
with temporary service from 
New York  to Cancún. 
 * AirCanada will operate 25 
additional winter flights to 
Mexico. With new routes from 
Toronto (to Cozumel and 
Ixtapa) and Montreal (to 
Mexico  City), the Canadian 
airline will be able to offer 61 
non-stop flights per winter-
week. Other seasonal flights 
service Cancún, Puerto 
Vallarta, Cabo, and Ixtapa. 
 
 * Sunwing Airlines will 
introduce flights from 
Montreal and Ottawa to  

Acapulco and Cancún. 
Sunwing also boasts Toronto 
to Cozumel and Sudbury to  
Cancun winter routes. 
 
 * Mexicana and its bargain-
airline Mexicana Click will 
soon provide  service to 
Cancún from Baltimore and 
Miami. 
 
 I would also like to point out 
that domestic service has 
greatly increased. That's great 
news for me and other expats 
who are always looking to 
save on travel within our 
adopted country. 
 
 I have lots of options to 
choose from, as Avolar, ABC 
Interjet, Volaris , and 
Mexicana Click are 
competing to offer lower fares. 
I am also waiting for Aladia, a 
new airline, to initiate service. 
As far as I am concerned, the 
more competition there is, the 
better for all of us Mexico-
lovers. 
Best Regards, 
 Marzena Romanowicz, 
International Living / Mexico 
 

Letters to the editor 
Friends for a Manzanillo Animal 
Shelter asks everyone to please make 
a trip to the dollar store for small 
goodies that they would like to 
donate for sale at our Second Annual 
Christmas Bazaar and Bake Sale to 
be held in Dec.  
06. Popular items are jewelry, and 
toys, but anything they think might 
sell would be much appreciated. 
Questions? Email: 
friendsmzlanimalshelter@yahoo.com 
Thanks, 
Debi Teter 

 
 


